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THE LITTLE SISTER OF THE AVALON PM SERIES. 
      THE MUSIC DANCES IN A CLEAN AND QUIET SOUNDFIELD. 

 

I would like to say from my experience of listening to the many high-end speakers which have appeared in the marketplace 
over the last few decades, as of today, in the year 2019, Neil Patel, Avalon ’s president must be named as the number one 
speaker designer, the man who has reached the highest stage, the very best.  
 
My first overall impressions of the recent Avalon loudspeaker models are that they convey a deep knowledge and sincere 
respect for music and recording. 
 
Of course, I feel the high level of specialized knowledge essential for speaker design and manufacturing as well, but I am 
impressed by the high level of how the sounds are put together without compromising the technological elements, such as 
the superior physical properties of diaphragm materials and the excellent cabinet structure, pushing each to the fore. All of 
this, so I can be very much impressed and touched by the music played by the speakers. Of course, there is a difference 
between my view of audio and music and his. However, it can be expressed as a difference in “interpretation”. The sounds 
that are designed based on this solid and deep knowledge by sincerely facing the music and audio are extremely 
persuasive.  
 
The achievement and experience of being at the forefront of the high-end audio world for more than 30 years are reflected 
brilliantly in the sound. Avalon speakers have again taught us that audio equipment is nothing but a reflection of the 
personality, and the humanity of a designer. 
Avalon's latest series is called Precision Monitor (PM). PM4, which Fu Nobuyuki reviewed in the previous issue of Stereo Sound, 
is the top model in the series, but I review its sister speaker, PM1. 
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PM1 is a floor standing system that houses two 18cm diameter woofers with Nomex/Kevlar composite cones and a 2.5cm 
ring radiator fabric diaphragm tweeter, in a bass reflex enclosure. 
 
What should be noted is the resonance suppression structure of the enclosure, which has a double main baffle using a 
viscoelastic sheet on the bonding surface to eliminate unwanted vibration. 
This idea itself is not new, but according to the document, in addition to suppressing resonance, it also incorporates a 
structure that eliminates unwanted sounds by cancelling resonance. I think such a flexible idea that does not depend on 
rigidity is wonderful.  
 
To put it briefly, the sound of PM1, makes the music lively, dancing in the sound field on a clear, clean and quiet background. 
 
It is a beautifully sharp, high-resolution sound, but its texture is gentle、elegant and warm, and quite organic. It’s presentation 
is very natural. 
Transient speed is also excellent, with no presence of speakers, in the best sense. I think it is an Avalon style that the quantity 
of the low range (bass) is a bit slim, but the low frequency response is extended considerably. 
 
Using the spikes (included) improves the clarity of the mid to high frequencies, but removing the spikes guides the radiated 
sound from the bass reflex port only to the rear, which may result in a cleaner sound, so I encourage you to try it both ways. 
 
By Koji Onodera 




